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been made plain by Zeeveld204 and Elton.205 However, a sort
of counter-attack has been launched by Hurstfield, though it
is not apparent that he has either found new matter to advance
or convincing arguments for discrediting the views he attacks.206
A last point worth mentioning touches the 'imperial' preten-
sions of the monarchy, a problem so far more opened up than
solved; in addition to the specific contribution made by Koeb-
ner,207 the thoughtful discussion in Scarisbrick's Henry VIII
(n. 152) is relevant here.

(D)  THE   CHURCH

Bowker has called in doubt a great many familiar notions about
the declining state of the pre-Reformation clergy.208 Such
novelties have not yet reached the general accounts of the Refor-
mation, of which several have appeared. The weightiest is that
by Philip Hughes, in three volumes; the first volume rests on
sound labours and is important, but the other two surrender to
Roman Catholic prejudices.209 Parker's short book is plain and
a trifle old-fashioned in its reluctance to admit religion and
spiritual force among the official promoters of the Reforma-
tion.210 Both these are relegated to the shadows by Dickens
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